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Home, Waterway and Maritime Boundary Consciousness :the Changing Track and
Cultural Implication of South China Sea Poems

Liu Siwen

Abstract: The South China Sea has always been an important channel of our country’s transportation, trade, and the military. Po-
ems concerning the South China Sea in the past dynasties are the precious inheritance of the Chinese treasure house and occupy an im-
portant position in the development history of Chinese poetics. From Han to Tang , the South China Sea was in poetry as home, water-
way , port, coastline and a series of the South China Sea related poems appeared , which laid the foundation of the outh China Sea poem
creation. The poetry circle of the Song and Yuan Dynasties started the writing tradition of paying attention to the political, economic,
and cultural exchanges between the Chinese mainland and the South China Sea as well as its surrounding countries and regions. The
South China Sea poems became a literary model to praise the power of the country and were endowed with the symbolic meaning of na-
tional unity. During the Ming and Qing Dynasties, the turbulent domestic environment and the severe international situation made the
maritime policy more and more conservative and harsh, and the poems on the South China Sea developed into a new form of worrying a-
bout the security of the maritime frontier and defending the sovereignty of the territorial sea. The South China Sea poems of the past dy-
nasties not only reflect the Chinese people’s arduous process of exploring the sea and seeking a happy life, but also show the indomita-
ble spirit and temperament of the Chinese nation, and are of great value and significance for strengthening the national consciousness of
the maritime frontier.

Key words: South China Sea poems; the changing track; cultural implications; maritime consciousness
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