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Huang-Lao’s Philosophy Concerning Human Nature: "Qing' and Its Order
Yao Yurui
Abstract ; Huang Lao’s philosophy concerning human nature mainly revolves around the concept of " Qing (human feelings)". "
Qing" refers to not only the innate natural emotions, likes and dislikes of human beings; the instinct of " seeking advantages and avoi-
ding disadvantages" and "self-help" , but also the different wisdom and power of the people; the innate and legitimate desires of hu-
man. Huang Lao philosophy believes that these emotions, interests, desires and abilities are the most real contents of human nature and
it admits the subtleness and complexity of human nature, holding that Qing is not so pure . The discovery, practice and even utilization

"rule of

of those real emotions, advantages and disadvantages, and desires is the basis to build a good political system, especially the
law" and bureaucracy. The exploration of Huang Lao philosophy concerning " Qing" , in one respect, reveals the ideas of Huang Lao
philosophers on the unique construction of human nature, and in another respect, explains why Huang Lao philosophy adheres to the
rule of law and the human basis for the expectation of a kind of ideal of system rationality and law community.

Key words; Huang—Lao philosophy; Qing (human feelings) ; Xing (human nature)
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