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How to Promote Coproduction of Rural Mutual Services Among Older People
— The Necessity of Internal Demand and External Incentive
Ding Yu Zhu Huoyun Zhou Zhenni

Abstract : The rural mutual service model among older people in China is rooted in the inheritance of the traditional rural culture
and the innovation of the grassroots governance, and it is well-matched with the co—production model in terms of typical features. Nev-
ertheless, with its prevalence at a national level, the rural mutual service model among older people is confronted with a series of prob-
lems in practice. One of the most prominent issues is the absence of a scientific mechanism to trigger the co—producing actions. The
roots of the predicament of the co—production of the rural mutual service model among older people in China are as follows. First, the
endogenous and expressive demands of older people in rural areas are inconsistent and both the selfish and selfless participation motiva-
tions are not apparent. Second, the supply—oriented model is not so responsive which is likely to generate poor efficiency and depend-
ence of older people. Third, although the village elites with a higher sense of political efficacy are able to transform the top—down gov-
ernment mobilization into the bottom—up examples, their demonstration effect is not fully shown in practice. Therefore, more attention
should be paid to those as follows. First, more autonomy should be given to the local government by way of " top and down co—govern-
ance" to provide more responsive mutual services among older people. Then, the village elites should be encouraged to play their dem-
onstration effect accompanied by a leading government. Last, the rural happiness house should be developed as an organized platform to
receive and distribute welfare resources.
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