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On the Relationship Between Confucianism and The Analects of Confucius
Wu Tianming
Abstract : Confucius lived in the key historical node of the transformation of national governance from the integration of politics and
religion to secular politics. He was not only the last ancient scholar of politics and religion in the Six Dynasties, but also the earliest new
scholar of politics since the Spring and Autumn Period. Therefore, his quotations had the characteristics of both politics and religion, as
well as the tendency of secular politics. The Analects of Confucius selected by his disciples not only eliminated a large number of reli-
glous quotations of Confucius, but also did not include all the long quotations of his political research and historical research. Only some
short and sporadic political quotations were selected. Its purpose should be: firstly, to highlight the image of Confucius as a secular
statesman, thinker and educator, and to make Confucianisma secular politics. Secondly, to let The Analects of Confucius, which is easy

" popular version" of Confucianism, and the long quotations with strong theoretical con-

to be understood and remembered, become the
notations become the "academic version" of Confucianism. Both of them jointly established the historical status of Confucianism as the
theoretical summary of six generations learning and six arts’learning, and the theoretical source of politics, education, literature, histo-
ry and philosophy of later generations. Here lies the great contribution of the selection and compilation of The Analects of Confucius to
promoting Confucius’image and the Confucianism status.

Key words: editting The Analects of Confucius; scholars of the Warring States Period; The Book of Rites; The Book of Rites by Da

Dai; secular politics
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