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Land Use Changes of Rural Households Purchasing House in Cities and

Relevant Policy Suggestions
Zhang Chengyu

Abstract: The change of the life style of the farmers who buy houses in the city will affect the use of rural contracted land and
homestead. Based on the survey data of 161 peasant families who purchase houses in cities, this paper studies the changes in the use of
contracted land and homestead. The results show that families without the elderly are more inclined to change the use of contracted
land, families with high income are more inclined to change the use of contracted land, and the farther the house is from the rural
home, the more inclined they are to change the use of contracted land, households with stable employment in cities and towns are more
likely to change the use of contracted land. The results show that the lower the cost of building houses in rural areas, the easier it is to
change the use of homestead, and the families without the elderly are more likely to change the use of homestead. Based on this, the
government should encourage rural collective economic organizations to provide services for the efficient use of the contracted land of
farmers who purchase houses in cities, enable rural collective economic organizations to undertake the contracted land and homestead
withdrawn by farmers’ families who purchase houses in cities, allow the urban retirees to return home and activate the rural land factor
market.

Key words : rural households buying houses in the cities; land use changes; land policy adjustment
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