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Square Publishing Carving Operas and the Change of Cultural Orientation

in the Late Ming Dynasty
Zhang Wenshuo

Abstract: In the late Ming Dynasty, the cultural policy changed from strict control to loose governance, and folk literature devel-

oped vigorously. The operas carved in the late Ming Dynasty have four characteristics, namely, the contents are mainly about gifted

scholars and beautiful ladies; the illustrations are exquisite and elegant;the commentaries add to cultural connotations, and the elabo-

rate illustrations and contents possess the value of world cultural heritage. The operas carved in the late Ming Dynasty steadily changed

the civic culture into secularization, and finally formed the initial media society. In the operas carved in the late Ming Dynasty, the

singing skills, and performances that were handed down in the form of books have a profound influence on the inheritance and promo-

tion of traditional Chinese opera on later generations, which reflects its unique value in the protection of cultural heritage.

Key Words: the late Ming Dynasty; square publishing carving operas; folk culture; cultural heritage
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