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Persistent Urban-rural Parallel Narratives

— Research on Li Peifu’s Narration of ' Countrymen Entering the City"
Ye Jun

Abstract ; Over a hundred years’ history of modern and contemporary Chinese literature, " countrymen entering the city" has long

been a rather constant narrative subject. Writings depicting countrymen moving into cities are both the mirror of their urban life and the

extension of current rural narratives. It is notable that quite a few of Li Peifu’s texts with the narrative of " countrymen entering the city"

share the same structure of "urban—rural parallel narrative". His custom of adopting such a " special mode" implies the author’s per-

sonal ideological motives underlying his works. This characteristic is particularly pronounced in Li Peifu’s novels The Light of the Cities

and Book of Life, reflecting his persistence in the orientation of values and emotion as well as his contemplation on modernity during his

writing of the city and the country.

Key words: Li Peifu; countrymen entering the city; rural narrative; parallel narrative
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