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The Textual Research on Music System Reform of the Northern Song Dynasty
An Guolou Xuepei

Abstract ;: The rites and music was not inherited in different dynasties, and it was frequently reformed and underwent “six chan-
ges” successively in the Northern Song Dynasty, mainly reflected in the revolution of the musical temperament and the change of the
shape of musical instrument. Except for the reform of the music system during the Taizu Period, which rebuilt the music system that was
destroyed after the end of the Tang Dynasty, the other five reforms were all innovations based on denying the previous systems.The vari-
ability of the rites and music and its representative characteristics were related to the transformation of opinions at that time, and it con-
tained the Confucius’ pursuit of the ideal system in the Song Dynasty. The reform of the music system in the Song Dynasty was actually
the result of frequent changes in real political power. Tt not only conformed to the theme of the “law discussion” during this period, but
also showed the status and role of the music system in Northern Song politics.

Key Words : Northern Song Dynasty; music system reform; Da Sheng Music
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