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On the Philosophization Course of ''Zhuang Zi'' Theory from the Evolution of

the Thought of 'the Equality of Things"
Li Kai
Abstract ; Zhuang Zi believed that there was no difference among all things, and the difference was only a false appearance caused

" prejudices" . However, Zhuang Zi did not explain what " prejudices" were. The logical system of this thought of " the e-

by people’s
quality of things" was not yet rigorous, so it hardly deserved to be called a philosophy in the strict sense. The disciples and followers of
Zhuang Zi believed that in reality there were differences among all things, but as long as they could suit their natures, all things had no
difference in the sense of being according to their natures. This thought of " the equality of things" had a strict logical system, but the
disciples and followers of Zhuang Zi did not label this thought as " the equality of things" . Therefore, from the perspective of the con-
struction of the philosophy of " the equality of things" , this thought dis not have the characteristics of explicit expression that the philo-
sophical system should have. Inspired by the logic of the disciples and followers of Zhuang Zi on "the equality of things" , Guo Xiang
combined Zhuang Zi 's concepts of " being free and unfettered" and " the equality of things" into one, thus putting forward the thought
of making all things equal by suiting their nature. To this thought, Guo Xiang explicitly named " the equality of things". Guo Xiang's
thought of " the equality of things" not only had a strict logical system, but also can express and demonstrate clearly. " Zhuang Zi " the-
ory’s construction of the philosophy of "the equality of things" was not completed until Guo Xiang.

Key words: the equality of things; " Zhuang Zi " theory; philosophization
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