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The Formation, Development and Evolution of the Frontier-safeguarding Ceremony
in the Book of Songs
Liu Jiafeng
Abstract : Chang—fa ,Xuan—niao , Huang—yi, Jiang—han, Song—gao, Shu—miao, Bi—gong and Shimu—Zhijian are representative

poems about the Frontier—safeguarding Ceremony in the Book of Songs. The poems reflected the basic trends of the ceremony. In the

Shang and Zhou Dynasties, the poems often extolled the God’s or Heaven’s mandate when demarcation of frontier was involved in the

Book of Songs, which reflected the importance of the divine and monarchical rights. However, in the Spring and Autumn Period, the

poems seldom eulogized the God's (Heaven's) or monarchical mandates, though Bi—gong involved heaven sending, it was just good

wishes or even breaching behaviors, therefore the Frontier—safeguarding Ceremony was not its former self any more and was not prac-

ticed in many kingdoms, resulting in the eventual collapse of Li, which was informed in Shimu—-Zhyjian.

Key words:the Book of Songs; the frontier—safeguarding ceremony; formation; development; evolution
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