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The Concept of Dao Tong and the Thought of Wang Dao in the Hong Fan of Shang Shu
Chen Hui

Abstract : Hong Fan summarizes the political philosophy and wisdom before the Western Zhou Dynasty, which has opened up and
influenced the basic spirit of Chinese traditional politics since then. It not only opens up the source of Confucian ideal of Dao Tong, but
also initially establishes the difference between Dao Tong and Zhi Tong, and tries to dominate Zhi Tong by Dao Tong. This thought has
exalted the supremacy of Dao, dispelled the sacredness of the monarchy’ power, and inspired the value pursuit and independent think-
ing spirit of the Confucians. Moreover, the Jiu Chou( Nine categories ) in Hong Fan are rich in connotation, with different emphasis,
close relationship and mutual echo, and all domains converge and integrate as a whole because of the construction and use of Huang Ji
(‘the criterion of monarchy) . Based on the theory of Jiu Chou( Nine categories) , Hong Fan constructs a political philosophy system with
rich meanings and grand system, which demonstrates the profound survival wisdom of the ancestors and the profound idea of governing
the world. In the construction of the ideal of Wang Dao( Kingcraft) , Hong Fan's interpretation and exertion of Wang Dao ( Kingeraft) is
particularly thought—provoking: whether the criterion of the monarch is established or not actually constitutes the key factor of whether
it can “call” or not, cohere the hearts of the people in the world and whether Wang Dao can stand or not.

Key words; Hong Fan; Dao Tong( The tradition of teaching Tao) ; Jiu Chou( Nine categories) ; Wang Dao( Kingcraft) ; Huang Ji

(the criterion of monarchy)
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