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Criticism and Reconstruction of Cheng and Zhu's Theory of Benevolence and Filial Piety
Cai Jie

Abstract ; Since the issue of benevolence and filial piety was put forward in Song Dynasty, it has been debated. Cheng and Zhu’
s theory of benevolence and filial piety combined benevolence with the heart of heaven and earth and the benevolence of life, and estab-
lished benevolence as the first principle. Meanwhile, they believed that filial piety were the emotions of benevolence and the first thing
to do. Both the school of mind and the Confucians of Qing Dynasty criticized the theory of benevolence and filial piety, which was an
important ideological resource to correct the defects of Cheng and Zhu’ s Neo—confucianism and reconstruct the relationship between be-
nevolence and filial piety. The school of mind pointed out that filial piety were the conscience and good ability without consideration and
without learning. They also put forward the integration of benevolence and filial piety to raise filial piety to its original nature. The schol-
ars of Qing Dynasty advocated filial piety as the foundation of benevolence before the Song Dynasty from the ideological history. They
gave up the theory on substance—function and de—metaphysicized benevolence. And from Mencius’ studies, they found another criterion
for judging and advocated that benevolence and filial piety were the relationship between name and reality. Based on the framework of
Cheng and Zhu's theory of benevolence and filial piety, combined with the effective criticism of the school of mind and Confucianism in
Qing Dynasty, it is necessary to reconstruct the structure of heart, nature and emotion of filial piety and show the particularity of filial
piety and the importance of diligence and education.

Key words : benevolence; filial piety; Neo—confucianism of Cheng and Zhu; the school of mind; Confucianism of Qing Dynasty
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