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Confucian Classics from the Perspective of Modern Philosophy
— Centering on the Confucian Classics Thoughts of Feng Youlan’s Philosophy
Xu Jiaxing
Abstract : The retreat of Confucian classics and the rise of philosophy was the landmark in the transformation of Chinese modern
academics. Feng Youlan was in the process of this transformation and reflected on the relationship between Confucian classics and phi-
losophy deeply based on philosophy. Feng’ s reflections were meaningful yet seldom discussed. On the surface, it seems that Feng was

similar with those radicals, disliked the complication and disorder of Confucian Classics, regarded it as a synonym for " rigidity and
backwardness" , and thought it should be replaced by western philosophy—"the gold finger” , But in fact, Feng possessed considerable
Counfucian classics quality among the new Confucian schools and formed the academic style of expressing philosophical wisdom by com-
bing with the classics interpretations. He inherited Neo—confucian approach of explaining Confucian classics, and put forward new ideas
such as realm theory, mysticism and negative bottom method by the creative interpretation of Yi Zhuan and Four Books. It showed that
his Neo—confucian system was the inheritance of Chinese traditional thoughts. Feng Youlan's true attitude towards Confucian classics is
to abandon its rigid annotation form and cherish its core value.Therefore, his Neo—confucian system, in a certain sense, digests the a-
chievements of traditional Confucian classics with western philosophy. The exploration of Feng’ s idea on Confucian classics has a very
good enlightening significance in the insightful probe into Feng Youlan’ s philosophical system, investigating the relationship between
Confucian classics and philosophy, and constructing the Chinese philosophical discourse system.

Key words : philosophy; Confucian classics; Feng Youlan; Neo—confucianism
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