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Research on the Cultural Connotations Reflected

in Chinese and English Metaphorical Idioms
Huang Man

Abstract : Language carries cultural information and serves as important medium for cultural communication. The relationship be-
tween language and culture is inseparable and interdependent. As the essence of language, idioms not only express lavish and various
content of culture, but also take culture as important motivation and social background for word formation. ldioms are the product of
cognitive experience and processing of the objective world, and they are metaphorical. There are abundant metaphoric idioms in both
Chinese and English. They contain rich and profound cultural connotations. They are of both homogeneous and heterogeneous character-
istics. Idioms reflect ethnic cultural differences, such as differences in natural environment, customs, religious beliefs, and fables and
myths.

Key words:idioms; metaphor; cultural connotation; cultural differences

155



