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The Analysis of the Succession System of the Western Zhou Dynasty
Li Lingling Du Yong

Abstract It is widely known that the succession of the eldest son by wife was practiced in the Western Zhou Dynasty. However,
some scholars believe that in the early years of the Western Zhou Dynasty, Zhou Gong did not establish the lineal primogeniture system
and the succession to the throne was the alternation of son’s succession and brother’s succession. The succession of the eldest son was
officially carried out at the turn of the Chun Qiu and Zhan Guo era. However, the historical facts show that after the Tai Wang migrated
to Qi Shan, the state followed the rule of selecting the capable prince as the successor. When Cheng Wang succeed to the throne, Zhou
Gong held the supreme power of the state. Seven years later, Zhou Gong returned the supreme power of the state to Cheng Wang, which
marked the formal establishment of the lineal primogeniture system. The establishment of the lineal system did not absolutely exclude
the selection of concubine’s children. If the crown prince died or the queen had no legitimate son, the noblest or the oldest of the con-
cubine’s children could inherit the throne. If there were no sons after the death of the late king, the late king’s brother could inherit the
throne institutionally. That the throne was passed from the older brother to the younger brother outside the system was destructive to the
legal succession system. After the perfection of Zhou Gong, the succession of the eldest son by wife played a positive role in maintaining
the stability and development of the Zhou Dynasty to a certain extent.

Key words:the Westen Zhou Dynasty; the Eastern Zhou Dynasty; the lineal primogeniture system; the younger brother succeeded
his elder brother

117



