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A Textual Research on Mu Konghui’s Neo Confucianism Thoughts

and the Attribution of His School

Zhong Zhiguo

Abstract : Huang Zongxi regarded Mu Konghui as a scholar of the northern WangYangming school in The Cases of Confucianism in
Ming Dynasty, but he thought that Mu’s understanding of Yangming’s theory was not profound, and eventually became a Zen scholar.
In fact, on the relationship between Li and Qi, Mu agreed with Zhu Xi and regarded Li of all things as the same one, but Qi different,
but the difference was that he inherited Zhang Zai's theory and advocated that Qi should be the foundation, and that Qi was the domi-
nant factor, while Li was subordinate to Qi. Therefore, in his theory of Mind and Nature, he advocated that the Qi of " Qianyuan" was
the root of human nature. He held that human’s good nature was obtained from Heaven, and therefore confirmed Mencius’ " human be-
ings are of good nature" from the origin. He advocated that nature appear naturally in practice without human’s interference. In addi-
tion, in his later years, he advocated that Confucianism, Buddhism and Taoism should be integrated. To sum up, Mu Konghui's theory
was closer to that of the Confucians in the Song Dynasty, and eventually moved to Buddhism, so he can’t be regarded as a Yangming
scholar.

Key words: Mu Konghui; Li and Qi; Mind and Nature; integration of three religions; school attribution
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