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The Recordings and Origins of Li Bai Being Called the ''Poetry Immortal' and

of Du Fu Being Called the ''Poetry Saint"
Ge Jingchun

Abstract ; After reviewing the literature, the author believes that Li Bai was formally called " Shi Xian" from Xu Ji in the Northern
Song Dynasty. He proposed that " as for Kaiyuan, Li Shi Xian was born suddenly" . In the Southern Song Dynasty, Yang Wanli referred
to Li Bai as the " Poetry Immortal" many times in his poems. Since then, more and more people called Li Bai the " Poetry Immortal" .
Du Fu was officially called " the saint of poetry" , but it began with Sun Chengen in the mid—Ming Dynasty, who said " the saint of po-
etry refers to Fu". The general view is that the first person to call Du Fu the " sage of poetry" was Wang Sishi in the late Ming Dynasty,
who was more than eighty years later than Sun Chengen. Li Bai’s " Poetry Immortal" was the development of He Zhizhang's naming of
Li Bai as "Sage of Poetry" ; Du Fu was called " Poetry Saint" because he was regarded as the leading " integrated master" with the
dominance of Confucianism in the poetry circles by Wand Anshi , Qin Guan, etc. in the Song Dynasty. The poems of Li and Du repre-
sent two different ideological tendencies and styles of Chinese poetry, which are complementary to Confucianism and Taoism and pursue
freedom, and realism that pay attention to society and people’s livelihood. They have influenced the growth and development of Chinese
poetry for more than a thousand years.

Key words: Li Bai; Poetry Immortal; Du Fu; integrated; Poetry Sage
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