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On the Naming of the South China Sea Islands in the Historical Period

Li Kuangyuan

Yan Gengi

Abstract : The nomination of the South China Sea was originated from the ancient literature of pre—Qin Dynasty. After Song Dynas-

ty, the nomination tended to be pragmatical with the development of navy technology improvement.The more accurate nomination was

recorded in Genglu Register in Ming and Qing Dynasties. The renaming activity was conducted in late Qing Dynasty and in the Republic

of China, paying much attention to the fisherman’s naming contribution. The names given by the fishermen are often related to the

names recorded in ancient literature, and this kind of stability and continuity is of vital importance to the inheritance of historical and

cultural heritages. Fisherman’s naming of the islands of the South China Sea has influence of varied degree on the naming carried out by

the contemporary and modern governments, and is the origin of the standard names of the islands of South China Sea, which meanwhile

proves that the islands of the South China Sea and the mainland of China are inseparable.
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