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The Functions of the Inscriptions of the Township Rules

and Regulations in Henan in Grassroots Social Governance During the Qing Dynasty
Han Wenfu Li Lin

Abstract : The township regulation and civil agreement was an important measure taken by the Qing government to strengthen grassroots
social governance. It was presided over by the chief of the village, agreed by the mass, reported to and approved of by the county gov-
ernment, and a monument was erupted to announce. It can be divided into two categories: comprehensive governance and special gov-
ernance, which combined the rule of etiquette and the rule of law, giving the village grassroots regime administrative and judicial pow-
ers with the feudal religions and rituals as the guideline, and with advocating the good and punishing the evil, cultivating widely and
promoting customs as the tasks. It had the functions of persuasion, prohibition and punishment, and it had an irreplaceable role in regu-
lating the behavior of villagers, promoting social order stability, eliminating social bad habits, and establishing good customs. It presen-
ted its own shortcomings, and ultimately disappeared quietly for no supervision was given.

Key words: Qing Dynasty; Township Regulations; inscriptions on a tablet
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