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Zhu Xi’s Integration of the Theory of Good and Evil Human Nature
Le Aiguo

Abstract: Zhu Xi agreed with Cheng Yi's saying that " Xun Zi only speaks of " evil human nature" , which shows that he is ex-

tremely biased and has lost the original version." He also agreed with Cheng Hao's saying that " some are good from childhood, while

others are evil from childhood" . " Good is human nature of course, but evil can also be called human nature" , and the related " Good

and evil are Heavenly principles" . For this reason, he not only thought that Meng Zi's theory of good human nature is

" on nature re-

gardless of Qi, incomplete" , but also thought that Xun Zi's theory of evil human nature is "on Qi regardless of nature, unclear" , thus

constructing the theory of human nature that stresses both nature and Qi. This way of absorbing and criticizing Meng Zi and Xun Zi can

be used for reference by modern people in " Integrating Meng Zi and Xun Zi".
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