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The Origin of the Symbol System of Yi in the Living Philosophy
Chen Ruichao

Abstract: The creation of the symbol system of Yi, which is unique to The Book of Changes, to a certain extent, derives from the

ancient people’s deep understanding of the phenomena of living things. The thinking mode of "image" contained in the symbol system

of Yi, and its basic Yin—Yang line drawings related to odd and even numbers, can be traced back to the ancient worldview of life, or

"living philosophy". The classic pattern of the symbol system of Yi, in which the three—fold arrangement of Yin—Yang lines forms the

Eight Trigrams, and their mutual multiplication forms the sixty—four hexagrams, can be proved to be the optimal symbolic representa-

tion of the prospect of living world based on correlative thinking. That also explains why the analogic works of The Book of Changes in

later ages such as Tai Xuan and Qian Xu can never surpass the original symbol system of Yi.

Key words: the symbol system of Yi; living philosophy; correlative thinking
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