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The Interpretative Approach of Feng Youlan’s Mencius Study
Zhang Shao'en

Abstract ; Following the logic of Neo—confucianism, Feng Youlan creatively interpreted Mencius’ thought from the perspective of
constructing the philosophy of life realm theory. Taking " the distinction between human beings and animals" as the analysis object,
Feng Youlan interpreted Mencius’ human nature as "logic base" , "heavenly principles as nature" and " perception with wisdom" , and
endowed human nature with the ability of " awareness and understanding" . He regarded Mencius’ discrimination between righteousness
and benefit as the criterion to distinguish utilitarian realm from moral realm according to the progressive level of " perception with wis-
dom" ; The highest cosmic state of " perception with wisdom" is the realm of heaven and earth, the natural greatness of a soul magnani-
mous, in which Mencius understands heaven, serves heaven, pleases heaven, is the same with heaven, and regards that " everything is
in me."
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