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Li Dan Bai Ge

Abstract : Nursing homes are important service providers for the disabled elderly in China, which play an important role in impro-
ving the quality of life of the disabled elderly and reducing the burden of family care. However, compared with home care, there is a so-
cial isolation phenomenon of disabled elderly in the elderly care institutions. The mechanism is that spatial isolation results in the loss of
social role and social function of the disabled elderly, which leads to their disconnection from the external society; the individual differ-
ences of disabled elderly caused by spatial isolation and the task—oriented performance management of nursing staff intensify the internal
social disconnectedness; the external and internal social disconnectedness of disabled elderly results in their perceived isolation. There-
fore, the nursing homes should implement classified management by prompting social engagement of mild to moderate disabled elders
and enhancing psychological capital development of severely disabled elders; develop elderly care business community and smart care
management platform by combining nursing homes’ responsibility, family filial piety with social support, to facilitate interaction between
family and disabled elders. The government should create co—governance mechanism, improve support policy of family care giving, and
promote standardized home care bed and community—based elderly home care system, so as to achieve the policy goal of making elderly
living with care and dignity.

Key words : nursing home; disabled elderly; social network; social isolation
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