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Integration of Claim Subject of Eco—environmental Damage in China
Liu Weixian

Abstract : According to the relevant provisions of China’s current laws and policies, there is a structure of "two models and four
subjects" for the main body of eco—environmental damage claims. The main reason for the formation of this structure is that people have
different understanding of the nature of eco—environmental interests under different claim modes. From the perspective of modern envi-
ronmental protection, the elements of ecological environment have both economic and ecological value, and the contents of eco—envi-
ronmental damage include environmental elements property damage and ecological function damage. Under the general system frame-
work of state ownership of natural resources in China, the property damage of environmental factors is actually the loss of national eco-
nomic interests, which can only be claimed by the state; and the damage of ecological function is actually the loss of social public inter-
ests, which can only be claimed by public welfare. In the environmental public welfare claim, the government as the public welfare
management responsible subject is the main and first claim subject; the public as the direct beneficiary of environmental public welfare
is the second claim subject, and its claim can only make up for the government’s environmental protection; the procuratorial organ as
the legal supervisor and representative of public welfare is the final claim subject, and its claim is only the supplement of the govern-
ment and the public claim, and plays the role of the final guarantee for the environmental public welfare claim.

Key words: ecological environment damage; state claim; public interest litigation; claim subject
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