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Zhang Zhidong and The Law Revision in Late Qing Dynasty

Feng Yudong

Abstract : Regarding the controversy between etiquette and law in the revision of law in the late Qing Dynasty, etiquette not only

received insufficient attention, but appeared in the role of foil, conservative, and even villain in previous studies, which were mostly

biased. As the most important representative of etiquette, Zhang Zhidong was not only the leader and blueprint designer of the revision,

but also the main decision—maker responsible for talent selection and the helmsman who rectified the mistakes in the whole revising.

Zhang's status and role in the revision of law in the late Qing Dynasty needed to be properly evaluated.

Key words:Zhang Zhidong; law revision; the dispute of etiquette and law
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