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Zhu Xi’s Thoughts on Life and Death / Ghosts and Gods

Feng Bing

Li Yadong

Abstract : Zhu Xi, as a synthesizer of Li thoughts, in face of the impact and challenge of the Buddhist view on life and death, cos-

mology and folk superstition, gradually put forward a set of views on cosmology with Li & Qi as the core category , and gave intellectu-

alized and rationalized answers with metaphysical basis to questions concerning the nature and shape of life such as ghosts and gods,

life and death from the ontological level. Based on the standpoint of Neo—confucianism, with the binary structure of Li & Qi as the basic

interpretation frame, he confronted life and death and ghosts and gods and explained systematically the nature and manifestation shapes

of ghosts and gods and the inner mechanism of life and death. The view on life and death and ghosts and gods with the characteristics of

realism, naturalism and rationalism in the common meaning, can be seen as the representative of the traditional Confucian philosophy

on life.

Key words:Zhu Xi; Li & Qi; life and death; ghosts and gods; Confucian philosophy on life
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