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The Malady and Diagnosis of Western Normative Ethics
—Resetting Utilitarianism, Morality, Virtue and Their Moral Principles
Han Dongping

Abstract : The three theories of western normative ethics, namely utilitarianism, deontology and virtue, are mutually exclusive,
and each has its own shortcomings that cannot heal itself. The reason lies in the fact that all three are one—sided normative ethics, that
they all despise existing morality, and that the moral principles they advocate are not the first—class moral principles that can accommo-
date both quality norms and behavior norms. According to this diagnosis, the rescue plan for the three is to reset their position and func-
tion as partial theories of completeness normative ethics. Among them, virtue theory is responsible for studying virtue, and its principle
of virtue should be "to have virtue". Deontology and utilitarianism are methodological theories in virtue theory for choosing special be-
haviors. The former provides guiding principles for the question of whether moral norms can be violated at certain times, while the latter
provides guiding principles for how to deal with moral dilemmas. After this reset, the three normative theories not only get their own
places and live in peace, but also their original disadvantages disappear. However, if there is no moral principle in the world that can
contain both quality norms and behavior norms, the so—called ethics of completeness norms will not exist, and there will be no basis for
the etiological analysis and treatment of the three normative theories. The fact is that the existing " humanistic ethics" is a kind of com-
plete normative ethics, and the humanistic moral principle put forward by it is such a moral principle, because its fundamental require-
ments for being a man and doing things contain both quality norms and behavioral norms. Furthermore, it can also satisfy the other con-
ditions necessary for the first—class moral principle, and one of the provisions on the supreme good is also the only supreme good which
is consistent with the four characteristics of the supreme good. Therefore, humanistic ethics and its moral principles are the only correct
complete normative ethics and first—class moral principles. Since the ethics of completeness norms and its first—class moral principles do
exist and are correct, there is no problem in the diagnosis and treatment of the three western normative theories.

Key words : normative ethics; utilitarianism theory; morality theory; virtue theory; moral principles; humanistic ethics

99



