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Theoretical Exploration of Feng Youlan's On New Things
into the Modernization of Chinese Culture

Liuv Syjuan

Abstract:On New Things demonstrated Feng Youlan's reflections upon the hotspots of cultural discussions in his era and his
thoughts about the modernization of Chinese culture. Based on his theoretical thinking, he stated his conclusions in that book. Accord-
ing to the theory of universals and particulars, Feng suggested China should learn the universals of Western modernization, instead of
being Westernized and Europeanized in a simple way. He accepted Marxist historical materialism, highlighted the decisive role of the e-
conomic foundation, and insisted that China should achieve cultural modernization through the development of industries. How to main-
tain nationality during the process of modernization is the core of Feng Youlan’s cultural concepts. While inheriting the mode of thinking
with monism, he also developed the dualism with Chinese learning as the essence and western learning for utility. That is, China’s ex-
isting "basic morality" that reflected all social principles should not be changed. He also surpassed the theory of Ti and Yong and put
forward the theory of Wen and Zhi that took industrial civilization as " Zhi" and Chinese art and literature as " Wen" . In his view, na-
tional culture develops and changes with social evolution. With that, he advocated the nationality which is not " quality" but "habit" .
Feng Youlan's theories on cultural modernization are insightful but also exist contradictions and conflicts, which provide reference and
inspiration for us to research the issue of cultural nationality and modernity.

Key words: Feng Youlan; cultural modernization; nationality; On New Things
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