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On Status of Lu Jiuyuan’s School of Mind in Intellectual History
Xie Xialing
Abstract: Neo—Confucianism in the Song and Ming dynasties should be regarded as the threshold of the Age of Enlightenment in
the intellectual history of China. Even though enlightenment is a foreign concept, a native standard is required for the evaluation of the
equivalent phenomenon of the Chinese society. While the saying "open the eyes and see the world" implies a Western perspective on

"

the enlightenment in China, from a more introspective standpoint, the quote " everything follows a principle" is better to pinpoint the
enlightenment of Chinese thoughts, with the key concept of Principle of Heaven, established by neo—Confucian scholars. Lu Jiuyuan’s
School of Mind is one of the most important ramifications of the enlightenment movement. It is a theoretical loophole of Neo—Confucian-
ists to interpret Principle of Heaven as the nature endowed by Heaven, while degrading what old Confucian scholars considered as the
nature endowed by Heaven by defining it as physical endowment. However, this conception has still made a significant impact on intel-
lectual history of China. For the first reason, it affirms the inherent nobility of human nature, building a theoretical foundation for man’
s dignity. For the second reason, this assertion advocates Ren ( Human-—heartedness) , Yi( Righteousness) , Li( Propriety) and Zhi
(Wisdom) as constituent parts of being a mankind. This could be interpreted as a recognition of the dimension of cultural existence in
the being of mankind, a discovery which may prevail the western thoughts in intellectual history. While School of Principle and School
of Mind are both important thoughts of enlightenment, the unique contribution made by the latter is the idea of reflexivity of innate
knowledge. Reflexivity of the substance of the mind is the equivalent of selbst in the western philosophy. By saying "in the original sub-
stance of the mind there is no distinction between good and evil" , School of Mind justified a sense of dominance on the concept of the
equilibrium of the state before activity in Docirine of the Mean. Referred to German classical philosophy, the concept of moral agent,
the equivalent of dominance, equals to abstract Person. Therefore, the historical significance of Lu Jiuyuan’s School of Mind is on its
embarking on an awakening journey of selbst.

Key words: Lu Jiuyuan; cultural existence; reflexivity; Person
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