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On the Priority of Human Life Value in Risk Society
Zhang Kangzhi

Abstract : As human beings step into the threshold of the twenty—first century, the risk society came. This is a major social change
in human history, which requires us to revalue and transform the mode of action. From the perspective of value, the industrial society
has reversed the relationship between purpose and means, placed the useful value on the value of human life, and all actions are car-
ried out around the judgment and evaluation of whether it is useful or not. The defect of doing so has been fully exposed in the risk soci-
ety, and has been shown by some extremely absurd behaviors. In terms of the generation of risk society, it may be useful to bring hu-
man beings into the risk society. In the risk society, the way of thinking shaped by this useful value is very harmful, and it will push
human beings to the depth of the risk society. Therefore, when we are in the risk society, we must adhere to the priority of human life
value. Risk society highlights the value of the community of human destiny, which is contained in human life, and the realization of the
value of human life is marked by the coexistence of human beings. The mode of human action in risk society should be cooperative ac-
tion, and only cooperative action reflects the requirements and characteristics of human symbiosis and makes human symbiosis realistic.

Key words:risk society; life value; order of value; human symbiosis; cooperative action



