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Aesthetic Mutation in Literary Criticism in the Era of Electronic Media
Hu Youfeng

Abstract : In the consumption society of media being news, the technological innovation brought about by the electronic media has
not only influenced the changes of literature forms and its aesthetics, but also brought about the corresponding mutation in literature
criticism. With the upgrading of the position of media, the criteria of literature criticism has shifted from being artistic and aesthetic to
being technological and commercial. The information communication has brought about the intensification of readers’ subjective initia-
tive, broken through the control of traditional academy on literary discourse and made the subject of literary criticism expanded. The lit-
erary text, the object of literary criticism in the electronic media era, has also changed a lot. The object of criticism such as online liter-
ature, new media literature, story—telling literature and micro-literature differs greatly from traditional literature in the aesthetic char-
acteristics and operational mechanism. Different criticism subjects such as the academy, media, readers and authors hold traditional
aesthetic concepts, therefore they cannot have effective interpretation of the literary texts in the electronic media, rendering the literary
criticism in the e—media era intransitive and void, the criticism criteria vague, and the criticism practice incomplete. We are calling on
building a new text poetics grounded on the text itself to deal with the aesthetic mutation of literary criticism in the e—media era.

Key words: electronic media; literary criticism; aesthetic mutation; textual poetics

156



