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Yuan Heng Li Zhen
— One of the Principles of Chinese Philosophy
Zhang Liwen

Abstract: The theory of " Yuan Heng Li Zhen" , which is put forward by a classic of Chinese philosophy the Book of Changes, is
a basic mode of thinking of Chinese philosophy to answer the question of the origin of all materials in the world and also is a response
to the fundamental question of where the universe comes from. Everything evolves in the humanistic context of time and space, and
leaving a certain space and time is equal to leaving the way of production. Everything comes out of He, and all changes in things are the
gathering and dispersing of Chi. From the point of view of Chi, the changes of everything, whether life and death or wither and glory,
are the gathering and dispersing of Chi. Life is a gathering of Chi, and death is a dispersing of Chi. It is reflected in a variety of forms
the extreme becomes the inverse; gathering and dispersing are both Chi; there are certain rules of gathering and dispersing of Chi. The
ontology does not gain or lose due to the change of Chi, but the two modes of motion, gathering (appearing, life, glory, body) and dis-
persing ( disappearing, death, wither, spirit) are opposed to each other and are transformed into each other. What is the basic way of
the relationship between the universe and the human beings after the creation of the universe? This is related to the five elements water,
metal, wood, fire and earth. In the process of hybrid form, the diversity and difference of the five elements will produce the topic of
harmony. In the integration of the five elements with Yin and Yang, all the phenomena of heaven and earth and life are captured verti-
cally and horizontally in the five elements, and exert a great influence on the traditional Chinese politics, economy, culture, thought,
philosophy, history, art, religion, geography, geomancy, astrology and so on.

Key words: Yuan Heng Li Zhen; gathering and dispersing of Chi; He generates everything; Yin—Yang and five elements; genera-

tion and restriction
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