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The Study on Discourse Construction of Mao’s Preface to Zheng Songs

with the Context of Royal Succession in Early Han Dynasty

Yang Xiuli

Abstract: Mao's preface interpreted Zheng Songs mainly by adopting the means of concept transformation, taking metaphor to

change meaning, etc. They focused on the two political struggles concerning the succession of throne in Zheng State, one was between

Duke Zhuang and his brother, Gong Shuduan, and the other about Duke Zhuang's sons. Mao's preface considered that the social chaos

resulting from the struggles were the causes of Zheng's decline. Mao's prefaces took the succession struggles as the content of Zheng

Songs and criticized them,which reflected that with the unclear succession in political situations in early Han Dynasty, the author at-

tempted to rebuild the discourse power about the succession right of the eldest son in the patriarchal tradition of Zhou Dynasty, and to

construct a new order in accordance with the background of great unity through the text annotation.

Key words: Mao's preface; Zheng Songs; the succession of throne; discourse construction
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