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The Order and Value Orientation of the Civil Household Division in the Ming Dynasty

from the Perspective of the Contract Documents
Xu Jialu

Abstract : According to the documents of household division, there were mainly " marked division" ," lots division" and " consulta-

tion division" concerning civil household division in the Ming dynasty, when the rules of the folk entity carried by the household divi-

sion documents included the limited division of women’s production, specially reserved share,subrogation and inheritance, etc, and the

rules of procedure included the participation of intermediaries and the casting of lots. The household division documents and their inter-

nal civil rules in Ming dynasty fully embodied the civil procedural value orientation of the parties to the family property division in Ming

dynasty , which is the conscious autonomy of the contract,the honesty and trustworthiness of the performance,the fairess and justice of

the property share division,and the equal emphasis on national law and folk customs.

Key words : household division documents; the Ming dynasty; the ways of household division
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