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The Re-discussion on the Thought of Ming in Pre-Qin Period and Its Research Methods
— From the Study of Ming of Professor Cao Feng
Ye Shuxun

Abstract;: The thought of Ming in Pre—Qin period is a research field that has been attached great importance to by academic cir-
cles. Since the beginning of last century, many research results have been accumulated in this area. In recent years, Professor Cao Feng
has made significant reflections and adjustments in the research accesses and methods, which has provided a new direction for under-
standing the thought of Ming. Starting from this, many key issues can be further explored, including the types of Ming, its theoretical
role, and its practical functions. Discussing these issues is not only important for understanding the thought of Ming, but also helpful to
understand various related thoughts of the Pre—Qin philosophers and scholars. In this regard, it is necessary to discuss the situation of
the research methods, especially the methods of explaining Chinese thoughts through western philosophy, and explaining the earlier
thoughts through the later annotations. Their impact is not limited to the study on the thought of Ming, but more related to the study of
Chinese philosophy. Discussing these issues is also a reflection and review of the research methods on Chinese philosophy.

Key words: the thought of Ming; the system of Dao and law; political control; explaining Chinese thoughts through western phi-

losophy ; explaining the earlier thoughts through the later annotations
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