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The Spiritual Identification of a Unified Country in the Stone Inscriptions

of the Qin Dynasty
Gao Sili

Abstract ; After conquering other six countries, Emperor Qin Shihuang started to cruise his own empire and carved many stone in-
scriptions in his sacred journey, seven of which are still preserved at present. The function of the stone inscriptions aimed at not only
sacrificing ancestors and promoting pride, but also reconstructing orthodoxy as the legal basis and prerequisite for the establishment of
governance. Stone inscriptions of the Qin Dynasty absorbed Confucianism and constructed spiritual identification of a unified country by
the reconstruction and identification of orthodoxy. These are reflected on citing Confucian classics , foregrounding Confucian etiquette and
promoting the concept of kingly system; on adopting Confucian rituals, and presenting the inclusion spirit of " all under heaven are one
family" and the concept of kingly way; on comparing Emperor Qin Shihuang as Yao, Tang, Wen and Wu to realize sanctification to-
wards Emperor Qin Shihuang by absorbing and referring to the new thought of the Confucian kingly orthodoxy. On the narrative perspec-
tive, stone inscriptions of the Qin Dynasty by recalling reconstructed the moral basis on which wars for unity were waged. As the most
reliable self—portrait of Qin, the stone inscriptions of the Qin Dynasty displayed the efforts and attempts of Qin people to achieve politi-
cal unity after their military unity, which became the model for later generations and showed the continuous vitality and flowing innova-
tion of Chinese civilization.

Key words : Emperor Qin Shihuang; stone inscriptions of the Qin Dynasty; grand unification; orthodoxy
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